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Mx DEAR READER, 


A you” may not” perap⸗ l 1 
LY Converfion is, 1 Would Firſt endeavour, by the 
help and bleſſing of God; to ſhew-you the nature of i 
As it ay be your cafe, that you expect» mercy and faves 
with God, though you continue im your natural ſtate, I 
would next prove the neceſſity of Converfion;—Left you 
ſhould make a moſt dangerous and oeſtructive miſtate, ang 
imagine that you are converted, when you are not, I would 
allo lay before you the marks of the uncemverted . Leſt 
you mould fear no harm, decauſe youſee nne, and ſo cone 


tinue fatisfied in your preſent condition, I would thereforgs Þ} 


Thew ou the miſery of the unconverted. To ſtir you up 
'to the Converfion of your heart, would offer you 


ſome moxives to it. And 16fly, if you ate convinced of Þþ 


your need of Converſion, and are becente anxious: for the 
1 would direct you to ſome means in order to ybur obtaining it, 
and therewith" your preſent and eternal Salvation. —Firſt, 
I would ew you the natute df Cohverfion, boch what it is 
not, and what it 18. Tour profeſſiom of being à Chriitian | 
is not Converſion. St. Prul ſuye, it dies not in word, but 
in power. 1 Cor. iy. 20. There wre perſons in Sardis 
and Laodicea, that were Chriſlians by profeſſion, and bag 
A name to live, yet becauſe they had but a nme, they were 
.condenined by Chrift.—Y car Baptiſm is nat Ganyerfion, © | 
Baptifin 3 is an butWward vifiblediga-ofinward ſpiritual. grace, | 

and not grace itſelf. Wicked Aminias and Sapphira hag 
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in their 95 by the Holy God. Simon Magus was baptiſed, 
and yet continued in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond 
of iniquity. Where Chriſtianity: is the profeſſed religian 
of iny Country, very many, who are called by the name of 
Chriſt, have only the name, and not the nature of Chriſt. 
2 good Education is nt Converſign, Education may 
Chain up your luſts, but cannot change your heart. A 
Wat is ſtiſl a ravenous beaſt, though it be faſt ooriined in 
chains 'Joaſh' appeared very devout, whilſt bit 'Uncle 
Jehoiada lived. but after his gvog Tutor wa: taken out of 
the way, he ſoon thewed what ſpirit he was of, by his ſug- | 
deny giving way co ldolatry 4 ſtrict performance of all 
the vurward- dutięs of religion. and a diligent attendance 
upen all the means of grace is pot Converſion. St. Paul, 
"even when he Was unconver ted, popld fay, that he lived 
"after the ſtraiteſt Sect, and in all, good conſcience, and that 

| touching the rightrouſneſs, - that was of the law, he. w 
blamelefs. The Phariſces in general were ſo mandel 
Arict in outward things, that it paſſed ſor A common! Pro- 
verb amongit the Jews, that if but two perſons went to 
* heaven, one would be a phariſee, and yet. our Lord, inſtead. 
| ' of commending them, ſaid unte them, Wo, Wo, Wo, unto 
; you.—A turning from former jnamorality and profanenels 
| to civility and ſobriety and regularity is not Converſion. 
Lead may be caſt into many different mapes, and yet it re- 
mains but a baſe metal ſtill. And ſo men may be greatly 
= | changed, and be re formed, from all groſs outward acts of 
fin, and eſcape'the pollutions;of the world, and yet be, the 
As ite ſays, but dogs and ſwine, , 2 Pet, 2 20, 22. Herod 
Heard John Baptiſt, gladly, and honoured him, & did many 


Sings, and yet reſted ſhort of Conyerſion,—Again, deep 
conviations 


9 


porivietichs of fin and arp and ſore pangs of Conſeidnce 
| are not Converfion. Wicked Pharaoh and Ahab and Felix 
and Simon Magus, and even Judas, were under great terrors 
es ſcience. -'Pheſe diſtreſſes often come to nothing, and 
prove only ſo many toretaſtes of hen — Laſtly, ſtrong mov- 
ings of the affections under the powerful 'preaching of the 
word, or under ſome peculiar diſpenſations of- Providence, 
are not Converfioh. There may be very ſtrong defires after 
good things, and likewiſe gre:t delight in them, even in 
the unconver:ed, as as the caſe with thoſe of whom the 
Lord fi aid, they ſetk me eatly, and delight 3 know iy 
ways, nd take delight in approaching to God. IIA. 58. 4. 
And there may be great | flaſties of joy, as in the caſe'of the 
hearers our Lord: ſpeaks of, wht: 72 received the word with joy, 
but had no root in themſelves, and ſo in time of tribulation 
and perſecution withered away, As you would not be de- 
| ceived ina walter of he greateſt importance, examine, 
: what you ground your hopes of héaven and falvation upon. ; 
1s it your profeſſion '6f Chriſtianity, your Baptiſm," your 
religious Education, your ſobriety, your diligence in your 
huſineſs, your juſtice and honefty in your dealings, your 
performance of reli ious dd des, or the trouble of mind you 
have ſometimes bad for your ſins? 1 do affure you from the 
Lord, theſe pleas will not be accepted at God's bar. All 
krete, however good, will not prove that you are converted, 
and io ll not be fuſicine to your Salvation.—But if thoſe 
"who can ſay thus much of themſelves, come ſhort of Con- 
verſion, what muſt be the caſe of the open, ontward Sin- ö 
ner! If you alas ! are ſuch a one, you are to know, that 
"apes are far, very far, from the kingdom of- God. Maya 


man be civilited, a not be converted? where then 
bal 
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gan the outigardly ungodly, and the groſs. Kr appear? 
map a man K6ep company With the wiſe Virgins, and yet 
be {hut out? ang ſhall not a companion of fools, that is, of 
Sinners, much more be deitroyed? may a Man be true and ; 
in all his dealings towards his fellow- creatures, and yet 
Not be juſtified beſore God? What then will become of you 
| Oh, hethink yourſelf. of turning to the Lord. ſpeedily and 
Thorcughly, or elſe iniquity will be your ruin. Seek to the 
Saviour for his pardoning and renewing. grace, and reft not 
antill God has made a thorough change upon you, for you: 
muſt be angther man, à new man in. Chriſt, or elſe you 
Vin be a loft man for ever.—But I am now to her you 
i paſitiv velx what is Converſion. It is an Lyniverſal Change 
upon your heart and alſo your life. It goes throughout 2 
man, throughout his mind, throughout his members, 1 | 
throughout the motions of his whole converſation and con- f 5 
duct. The Old ts is put off, the New Man j 1 18, put on, 


+. 114 


and all things are become newF i irft in Converſion the 
' underſtanding is enlightened, 10 dat he who wis ſometime 


Hit ab is become light in the Lord. ne is « 2 
With the knowledge of God. His ſpotleſs purity, his Pee 
Hatred and abhorrence of nin, his infinite juſtice to puni 
its his infinite knowledge and power and goodueks, - his all- 
ſuſficiencyi and. his other gloriqus periections, . a8 te- zeale⸗ 

in the word, are powerfully xeyealed. to his inmoſt Sol 5 | 
Now he ſees, What he only heard of hefare—His unger- 
Hariding- is alſo enlightened. with the knowledge of gin. 
New the Sinner ſees it, in ſame meaſuce. in its Proper bole © | 
ours, as the worſt of evils, exceeding { fintal, 1 though he could | | 
| ce but little evil in it before. Ob, What de formed monſters | 

| $6 his-farmerly; beloved dulls, appear} if they yore fight 
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eyes, 1 he nl pluck them out; or iPihey were right hain; 
he would conſent to their being eut off. He ſees the unrea« 
fonableneſs, the unrighteouftiels, and the abominablenefs there 
is in fin, how odious and öffenſtve it is to God, and how 
Hurtful and deſtructive to his dyn ſaul, fo chat he ĩs affright- 
ed at it, loaths it, flees from it, and looks upon himfelf as 
the gre#teſt fool for fighting fo long againſt che Lord, and 
Harbouring ſuch a deſtroyer i in his breaſt. oy, 
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is illuminated with thekriowledye of Himself. The Prodi, 

is now come to bimſelf, and is made, as "it were, full of eyes 
within, ſees that his inward” parts are very wickedneſs, 
and knows and feels the plague of his own hearts He ſees 
how deſperately corrupt his fallen nature is, what enmity 


againſt the holy God, and his holy law has lodged. there all 
his life; ſo that he aVhors himſelf. He that could ſee little 


n betore in himſelf, and could find no matter of confeliion 
before God, except ſome few grofs evils, now fees the deep 
and univgtfal corruption'of his whole Soul, feels that his 

| heart is deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked, 
and is made to cry out, *Uncleafi, unclean! O Lord purge 
me with Hyſſop, wall me thoroughly from my fin, andereate 
In me à clean heart.“ He is convinced that he is become 
altogether filthy and polluted, root and braneh; he writes þ 
unclean upon all his parts, powers, and performances; he 
ſees the blaſphemy and the theft and murder and adultery, 
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that is in his heart, which before he was ignorant of. 
T hougb he ſaw no danger in his condition before, he now 
concludes himſelf loſt for ever, unleſs rene wid by the þ power 
of grace —Frther} his underſtanding is enligbtened witn 
{ the knowledge of yt. Heretofore he'faw no form, nor 
comelinefs in Ohriſt, nor * dn in him, wi de mould 
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Vlifsz not his cords, but his Cordials, He does not only 
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 fefire- him; FR now he diſcovers 2 e worth ard: a, 
tranſcendent glory and excelleng Ain the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Which darkens all created excellences, as the riſing Sun makes 
the ſtars to hide their heads ; he ſees an infinite fullneſs in 
bim ſufficient for the ſupply;of all his wants, enough to ſatisfy 


the boundleſs deſires of his immortal. ſonl, & all this iptinite, 


| fullneſs on purpoſe for him; and this makes him determined 
to take Chriſt, & him alone as his all for ever, -[n-a word, 
Converſion the mind is ſavingly,enlightened in the know- 
ledge of ſpiritual, holy, heavenly, eternal things. Ye have 
the unction from the holy one, ſays St. John to converted 


[| © Perſons, and ye know all thingss, that is, all things needful 


for your Salvation. Now my dear Reader, examine yourſelf 
here, try your own heart. Is, your. underſtanding thus en · 
lightened ? Are you made acquainted, with the things. I have 


deen ſpeaking of? —Sceondly in. . Converſion the Will is - 
renewed, and brought into. ſubjection to the will of God. 


It is;cured of its utter inability to any thing goad. A fixed 
averſion. to evil; and an inclination and propenſity to go 
is implanted in it. Now the man bas new. ends and deſigns; 
new his intention is to glorify. God in all things, He chooſes 
Jeſus as his Lord; and his, choice is not merely 2 choice 


made in a fright, as with a, dying Sinner, that only would 


take Chriſt rather than go to hell, when he does not teally 
hate ſin, nor wiſh to be delivered | from it but he deliberately | 
reſolves that Chriſt is his beſt choice, and would rather have 


_ him, than all the good in the univerſe. ' Again, he takes 
holineſs for his path; he likes it and loves it. He takes 
God's teſtimonies. not as his bondage, but his heritage, his 


heritage for ever. He eſteems them not his burden, but his 


n 


a 


wa» 


bis heart. 


Wang 


. but take un Chriſt's Yoke, - He takes not holineſs as 
the ſtomach does the loach-4 p2tion, but as the hungry does 
the beloved food. No time de paſſe; ſo agreeably, as that whick 
he (pends in the exerciſes of religion; theſe are both his ali- 
ment, and his eliment, the deſire of His eyes, and the joy of 
Now put your conſcience to this, "my. friend, as 
you go on, whether you are ſuch a man. You ar? truly an 
happy Perſon, if his be your caſe; but ſee that you are faith» 
ful in examining yourſelf.— Thirdly; in Couverſidn che 
ſtream and current of the affections is changed. The Con- 
vert's firſt deſire is not after gold, but grace. He hungers 
and thirſts after it; he had rather be graCious than greats he 
had rather be the holieſt man upon earth, than the moſt l. A LY 
ed, the moſt famous, and the moſt proſperous. Once per- 
haps he was ready to ſay; «Oh! if 1 was but in great eſteemy 
and rolled in wealth, and (wimmE1 in plcaſtire z if my debts 
were bus paid, and F and mine provided for, then I Hu, be 
an happy man. But now the tone is altered.” On; ſays the 
renewed Soul, if I had but my. corruptions ſubdued, if l had 
hut ſuch a meaſure of grace, and fuch fellowſhip With God, 
tho* I were poor and deſpiſed; I ſhould reckon myſelf an 
happy Perſon. © Reader, is this the language of your heart 
The joys of converted man are changed. He rejoices in the 
ways of God's teſtimonies more than iti all manner of riches, 
He delights in the law be Lord, for which he oncb had na 
reliſh, If he has no ſuch joy now. as in the thoughts of Chr:t, | 
the enjoyment of his company, and the p:oſperity uf ais people. 


His Cares are altered. I hey were before chiefly about tha a 
world, and the leaſt of time would he allow for the concerns 


of his Soul; but now his Cry u. $4 What mutt I do to be 
fav'd. © His principal care is to ſecure the weltare of his Soul. 
2 N B | | $ —kiis f 
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Mis Pure are : differens. Once he was afraid of nothing fo 
much as ſuff-ring tue loſs of his earthly goods, or the eſteem 
of rhe world, and of his friends; othing ſeemed fo terrible 
to him as pain, or poverty, or diſgrace, But now, in his 


1 : view, th ſe are not to be compared with God's diſhonor, or 
1 | God's 1 


ipleaſure. He feareth alway ; he walketh eireum- 
ſpeckly and cautiously, left he ſhould be overtaken with fin. 


It kills his heart to think of loſing God's favor, this he 


dreads as his only undoing. No thought in the world pains _ 


bim ſo much, as to think of parting with Chriſt, His Love 
runs a new courſe. My love is crucifyed, fays holy Igna - 
tius, that is, my Chtiſt. This is my Beloved, ſays the 


Spouſe —His Sorrows have a new vent, The view of his 
ins, ard the fighrof Chriſt crucifyed, which could hardly flir 
him befor do now greatly affect his heart. His hatred boils, 


| and his anger burns againit ſin.— Reader, is your will deter- 
minately fixed for God in Chriſt ; and are your affectons 


ſervice 


bi Arend to that choice; The change wrought upon a man 


in Converſion has an effect upon all bis members, Theſe 
that were b. fore the inſtruments of fin, are now become the 
holy veſſels of Chriſt's living temple. He who before abuſed 
his body, now poſſeſſeth his veſſel in ſanctification and honor, 
in temperance, chaſtity and ſobriety, and dedicateth it to the 
Lord atone, The eye, that was once a wanton eye, an haughty 


or eovetous eye, is now employed weeping over ſin, in behold- 
| ing God in his works, in reading his word, and in looking up 


aid down for oi jects of mercy and or opportunities for his 
The car, that was open to Satan's call, and reliſhed 
nothing ſo wuch as filthy, or at leaft vain talk, & the laughter 
of fools, is now open to he-r Chriſt's voice. T he mouth is be- 


mne well of lite, The ſalt of grace ſeaſons 3 a man's ſpeech, 


and 
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and cleanſes the mouth from its filthy communication, gen is 
Jing. curſing, ſwearing,” boaſting, flattery, railing and 
b:ckbiting. The teroat, that was ence an open ſepulchre, 
now ſends forth the ſweet breath of prayer and oly dif. 


5 —courſe, and. the man ſpeaks in another tongue, in the lan- 


5 


gu27e of Canaan, and is never so well as when talking 


come an altar of incenſe where the fire of God's love is 
kept in, and from whence ariſes the daily ſacrifice of prayer 


- * — + »4 my 


of God, and Chrift, and the concerns of another world, 
His mouth bringeth forth wiſdom, bis tongue is becomg 
the ſilver trumpet of his Maker's praiſe, and the beſt mem - 
der that he hath. And all this becauſe the heart is now ber 


and praiſe, and the ſweet incenſe of holy breathings and 
deſires. Converſion. has an effect upon a man's whole life | 
and practice: He takes à new courſe. His converiation is | 
in Heaven. No ſooner does Chriſt call, but he follows him. 
When once God has given him a new heart, and written his | 
law upon his mind, immediately he walks in his ſtatuies, 
and keeps his judgments. Though Gn may dwell in him, 
| (God knows, a weariſome and ynwelcome gueſt). yet it has. 


no more the dominjon over him. He has his fruit unto ho- 


linefs, he has an unfeigned reſpect to all God's command - 
ments, and makes conſcience of what ſome may. think 
little fins and little duties. And now, my dear R. ader, 
examine well your own heart and life, and aſk your own 
conſcience, whether, whilſt I have been repreſenting the 
nature of Conyerfion, I have been dplcriging your a and I 


Your experience, Pr nok ? 


a T have. not the leaſt hapes of ſeeing your face jn heaven, | 
wel, * ou are converted here on earth (lee Mat, 18 3 ) & as : 
33 8 there 


12 


there i is very oveat c, of your reſting ſatisfied in your 
natural ita te, and expecting merey and favor with God, with - 
out being altogether changed and renewed by his grace and 
Spi ir, I proce-d Secondly to prove the abſo ute Neceſſity of Y 
Converſian for without this, F irſt. your very Being is in 
vain. Al i it not a pity tilt you ſhould be an un proß · able 2 
burden upon the earth. Yet ſuch you are, whilt you are une . 
converted, for i in that fate you cannot anſwer the'end of your 
0 being. Did not God make you body and ſou} entirely for bis 
| ſe vice? But without Cony: rſi on you live to no purpoſe, yea 
even to a very in purpo'e : Firſt, ro no purpoſe, Man, whilſt | 
| k | uiconverted i is like a choice inftrumenz, that has every ſtring 
i bre ken or out of tune. All your powers and faculties aye fo 
entirely corrupted by the fall, that except you are purifyed 
n from all dead works, vou ee ſerve the living God. An 
( | unſanctified perſon cannot poſſibly work the work of God; 
for he has no ſkill i in it, no ſtrength for it, and no ioclination | | 
' at all to it. Ves, Secondly, "without Converſion you live to a . ; 
1 very ill purpoſe.” The unrenewed ſoul is a very cage of un- 
clean trds, a feputchre full of corruption. All -your members ö 
[and powers are inftrumeny of unrighteouſneſs, F the ſer- 
wants of Satan. You are” diſhonouring God, a d fighting | 
{| againſt hin. continually, whatever you are doing. Oh! abuſe | 
ot God's workmanſhip abominable and unſufferable ! without $ | 
: | nverfion. Secondly your religious duties and performances | $ 
bh il be, all of them utterly i in vain; ; for they can neither pleaſe 
Gocnor faveygur foul, whicharethe ends of religion. Ttirdly, 
| 4 our hopes are all in vain your hopes of comfort here, for 
ou may as well expect eaſe, when all your” bones are out of 
int, as true happineſs whilſt you are in your. fins. And FIN 
pes of Salvation 8 are ain, yea wotle than vain, 
X "UP, OY © + : 
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66 3 | 
moſt diſhonqurable. to God, and moſt hurtful 4 yourſelf, 

Perhaps you are ready to ſay “ hope in Chriſt, I put my 
whole truft in God, and therefore 1 doubt not but I ſhall be 
ſaved. This is not properly to hope in Chriſt, but again. 
Chriſt. To hope to get to heaven without being borg again, 
— is to hope that Chriſt will prove a Li. John 3 3. David's 


plea was, I hope in thy word; but your hope is againſt the 
word, You cannot ſhew me any word of Chriſt to give yow 
hopes of heaven, whit you go on ſtill in your wickedneſs. 
God rejects ſuch a vile and ſhameful hoge with abhofrence. 
Ifaiah, 48. f. 2. You are then, it may be, for aſking, would 
you have me deſpair“ you are indeed abſolutely to reje& all 
hopes of getting to heaven in an unconverted ſtate. V ou muſb 
deſpair of ever being happy, without being holy; but yow-muſt 
by no means deſpair of finding merey if you repent anu turn 
to God, neither muſt you deſpair of obtaining repentance and 
converſion, if you uſe the means which God hath appointed in 
order to your obtaining them. F ourthly, Without converſion. 
all that Chriſt hath done and ſuffered. will be (to ypu)entirely 
in vain; ( John, 13-8. Titus. 2. 14. ) that is, it will not avail 
to your Salvation. Without the application of the Spirit in 
regeneration, you can have. no intereſt in the benefits of 
Chriſts rede ption. I tell you from the Lord God, that Chriſt: 
himſelf cannot ſave. you in this ſtate, Firſt, It would. be: 
againſt his truſt, which he hath received of the Father, If 
Chriſt was to ſave men in their ſins, it would quite croſs his; 
F ather's glory, which is his greateſt truſt, as it would over - 
turn all his counſels, and oppoſe all his attributes. Jt would; 
overturn all his ccunſals, of which this is the order, that mens 
ſhould be brought through, ſapAikication to ſalvation: and: 
Sn none in a way * 0 his Father's will; 


PREY | 


Th: 


| an! this is the will of God, even our $anAification, er holi⸗ 


S anefs. 1. Theſs. 4 3. It would oppoſe all his attributes. Firſt, 
bos juſtice, for the righteouſneſs of God's judgment conſiſts 
in rendering to all according to their works, But if men were 
do ſo to the fleſh, and yet reap everlaſtin- life ; where would 
4 de the glory of God's juſtice, ſince it would be given to the 
= wicked according to the work of the righteous? Secondly 
His holineſs, If God ſhould not only fave ſinners, but like- 
wiſe (if it had been poffible) ſave them in their fins, his moſt 
pure and ftri& hohneſs would be exceedingly . defaced, 
- *:T would. be offering extreme violence to the infinite pu:ity | 
of his nature to have ſuch taken to dwell with him. If David 
would not endure ſuch in his houſe, nor in his ſight (B. 101. 3. 
7.) can you think that God will? Thirdly His truth ; for 
Godhath declared from heaven, that if any ſhall ſay, I ſhall 
have peace tho'T walkin the imagination of my heart, the Lord 
will not ſpare him, but his anger and his jealc uſy ſhall ſmoke 
againſt that man, and ali the Curſes that are written in hig 
Book ſhall lje upon him, and the Lord ſhall blot out his name 
from under heaven; that he, ſhall aſcend into his hill muſt be 
of clean hands and a pure heart. How could God be true then, 
if notwithſtanding all this, he ſhould take men to heaven with- 
out converſion ? What a deſperate finner muſt you be to dare, 
to hope that Chriſt will put the lie upon his Father, and 
make nothing of his sacred word, in order to ſave you, Fourth 
His wiſdom: for this would-be to throw away the chief*of his 
mercies upon thoſe, that would not value them ; nor were any 
way fitted for them. Firſt, they would not value them; the 
unſanctifyed finner puts very little price upon God's ears 
Salvation. And it would not be at all conſiſtant with God's 
infinite 2 to force ſpiritual bleffings upon choſe, that 


woulg 


— 


GB). ; 


we not be greatly thankful for them. neces they would 


b- no way fitted for them. The wiſdom of God is ſeen ' in 1 


ſuiting things to one another, the means to the end, and the 

quality of the gift to the capacity of the receiver. Now if 

Chriſt ſhould take an unconverted perſon to heaven, he could 
not poſſibly, in the very nature ot things, be in the leaft de- 
gree happy there. If the entertainments of the heavenly world 
conſiſted in the aMuence of thoſe things in which Sinners 
delight here; if its enjoyments were earthly riches, pleaſures 
and honours, if its employments were the amuſements of this 
preſent life; then they might have ſome ſort of delight there, 
tho* ſtill no re- folid happineſs ; but theſe things have no 
place in heaven. Thefelicity of that ſtate conſiſts in the con- 
templation of God's perfection and the displays of them in 
the works of creation, of providence, andeſpecially ofredemp= 
tion. Hence it is deſcribed by ſeeing the Lord, as a ſtate of 
of knowledge, in the ſatis faction reſulting from it, a compla- 
cency in God as a portion, and in perpetually ſerving and 
praiſing the Lord: and hence adoration is generally mentioned 
as the employment of the hoſt of heaven. Theſe are the 
entertainments of the better world above, and thoſe, who 
cannot find ſupreme happineſs in theſe, cannot find it in 
heaven. But theſe things could afford no true ſatisfaction to 
an unholy perſon. He would pine away at «he heaveuly feaſt, 
for want of an appetite for the entertainment: a perfectly holy 
God would be an object of horror rather than delight to him, 
and his ſervice would be a wearineſs, as it is now to the unre. , 
newed. To be ever loving, ſerving, admiring, praiſing the 
bleſſed God, to be following the Lamb, whitherſoever, he 
mw to be W 88 day and night without ceaſing in his 
_ temple 
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en to be in theneareft and tendereſt cone with him; 
and with the adoring Saints and Angels, what happineſs can 


vou poſſibly have in theſe exercises, if ow they are irkfome 


to you, your averſion and burden! If a your converſatior 


it on earth, and not it heaven ? if now you are living in the 
enjoyment of the pleafiires of ſenſe, and not by faith ? if now 


you are ſerving fooliſh and hurtful luſts, inſtead of preſenting 


: Four body, soul and ſpirit, 4 living ſacrifices holy and accep- 


table to God f if notbh you are ſeeking happineſs in the vanities 
of time, inſtead of looking forward to the riches of Eternity j 


if now the company of God's people and their employments 


you diſreliſh and avoid; if now earthily, ſenſual, deviliſh tems 
pers reign in you, inſtead of the pure; peaceable, holy, heaven · 


| ly, Chriſt-lixe diſpoſitions of the Child of God; you may be 


aſſured there is no entrance for you into the bliſsful preſence 


of God; you are under an abſolute incapacity: of drawing near 
to him you can have no idea of, & no reliſh for the happineſsof 


ſaints; you can be no more ſenſible of i it, than the blind to the 
beauties of fight, or the deaf to the pleaſures of harmony. Fifthly 
immutability, his omniſcience, or his omnipotence i for it is 


_ Enrolled in the determinations of the court of heaven, that 


hone but the pure in heart ſhall ever ſee God, Mat. 5. 8. 
Now if Chriſt was yet to take any to heaven unconverted, 


either he muſt get them in without God's knowledge, and 
where would then be his omnifcience or againſt his will, and 


then where would be his omnipat nee? or elſe he muſt change 
kis will, and then where would be his immutability ? O how 


- vain and fooliſh how unreaſonable and abſurd, how wieked and 
blaſphemous then is your hope of going to heaven without 


being regenerated and converted here on earth? Secondly. 


| F or e to ſave you in . ſins, would be againſt his Word 


SEE | ; | He 


20 


«97 


Me, who, i is truth ztlelf, hath declared, Except ye de cone 
verted, ye.ſhall not enter into the kingdom of tiraven.., Mat, 
18. 3. and again, Except ye repent, ye hall, peri h. Luk. 
13. 3. Qnewould think that angle word from: Chriſt ſhould. | 
be enough, but hoy aften and how earneſtly does he repeat it. |} 


Verihy. verily, verily, verily, I ſay, unto thee, except a maa 


de bora again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Mar- 


vel not that l ſaid unto thee, Ye muſt be Sore again. Toba; tf. 


13515» 7s And will you yet hold faſt your vain hope, and your 


preſumptuqus confidence, directly 2gainſt Chrit's own 
words s He muſt go quite againſt the law of his kingd- n, to 


; ave you in this tate. Thirdly. agesinſt his Oath. He ha h 
worn, That, thoſe that continue. ignorant. and unbeliev Ns 


- impenitent and dilobedient, ſhall not enter into his reſt. 
„Ps. Iix. 11. Heb, iil.-18. , And h. W can you hope that ae 
Will be ſoreiworn to ſave 5.7965 Covenant of grace. is 
confirmed by an Oath, and ſealed. by blood; (lieb 6. 17. 
Mat. xxvi- 48) but 1ʃl 5 085 made void, if you was o be 


4 
4 


living and dying unſanct fyed-· F ourthly againit his 5 - 


mr. God will certainly ſhew bis hatred of fin, at the ſame time 
| that lie ſhews- his.love to the finger. Therefore he that na- 
meth the name of Chriſt; muſt gepart from: iniquit y. and 
deny all ungodiineſs; and: he that hath hope of life by Chritt 
mwmuſt purify himſelf eren as be is pure: other wiſe Cbriſt 


might be-dbglighta favourer.of ſin. And he ill make all mn 


know that tho He will pardon ſin, he Will not pigtect it. Fitth- 
. againſt all his Offces. God hath exalted him to be a Prince 


5 An 4 Saviour, and he will act againſt both, if be was to ſave 


nien in their fins; It is the office of 2 Prince or a King, t to be 


© evo o dn mir pre 10 them thao ml le is 
Hg ita ier 2 n nn mal e a 
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A Miniſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
| that doth evil. Now if Chriſt was to favour the ungodly, 
2 continuing fo, and take thoſe to reign with him, that would 
not that he ſhould reign over them, this would be quite azainft 
nis office. What King would take rebels in 2 ſtate of open 
Hoſtility, into his court? what world this be, but to betray 
Lie, kingdom, government and all together ? And as Chriſt 
would not be a Prince, ſo neither would he be à Saviour, if 
dhe was to do this. For his Salvation is ſpiritual; he is called 
Jelus becauſe he faves his people from their ſins: ſo that if 
he was to ſave them in their ſins, be would neither be Lord, 
nor Jeſus, neither truly a King, nor a Saviour. Oh then; 
What meaneſt thou, O Neeper? ariſe, eall upon God, that 
"you periſh not. Awake, O ſecure Sinner; leſt you be con- 
ſumed in your iniquities. Say as the lepers, „ if we fit hete, 
we die,“ Verily, it is not more certain, that you ate now but 
of hell, than that you will very ſoon be in it, except you 
repent and be converted. Tou muſt eithet turn, or burn. 
| "How wilful will your deſtruction be, if you ſhould- yet 
_ "Harden yourſelf in your finful ſtate! If you are a män, and 
Fenn creature, ſtand fill and conſider, whither you 
date going; if you have the reaſon and underſtanding oft a 
* hitman being, dare not run into the flames of hell with your 
eyes open, but bethink- your ſelf, and ſeek to the Lord for 
| © repentance. What ! a man and yet go wilfully/into the pit, 
| den the beaſts will not be forced in? what l endowed 
with reaſon, and yet trifle with death, and hell, and me 
* vengeance of the Almighty ? Will you not haſten to eſcape 
from everlaſting torments-?- Let reaton prevail with you. Is 
it a reaſonable thing to contend with the infinitely gteat 
* God? —— lations againſt his waves as if the ſtrength 


of 


(1% 


of Ile wouly lie? and for the potſherd of t the earth toſtrhye 8 


with its maker? will you not be made cleay ? when ſhall 


it once be? Reader, ſhall 1 prevail with you to confider 
the miſery of an unconverted ſtate, and whether it would 


Hot be beſt to turn to God ? Is it good for you to be here? 
Win you ſit ſtill, till the tide of God's wrath eome upon 
you, and drown you in the ocean of everlaſting miſery ? 
Is it good for you to try whether God will be as good as 

bis word, and harden your poor heart in a vain conceit 
_ that all will be well with you, while you remain unſancti- 


| fied?—O diftrafted Sinners! what will their end be ?— 
'x What will they do in the day of viſitation? and to whom | 


will they flee for help? ls. 10, 3. How powerfully hath. 


fin bewitched them! How effectually bath the God of ity 


this world blinded them ? How ſtrong is the deluſion How 
uncircumciſed arg their ears! How, Obdurate their hearts! 
Satan hath them at his back. But how long may 1 call, 
and I can get no anſwer. Though ] tell them there ig 
death in the cup, yet they will take it up; though J tel] 
them it is the broad way, and endeth in deſtruckion, vet 


they will go on in it; I warn thera, yet I cannot win 


them. Sometimes | thiok the mercies of God will melt 
them, and his winning invitations will overcome them; 
but I find them, as they were : Sometimes that the terrorg 
of the Lord will prevail on them ; vet neither will theſę 


do the work. O Lord God, ſend help from above ; for [+ f 


thy mercies late, and for thy dear Son's ſake, have com- 


paſſion. on the ſouls of thoſe that read theſe lines and ſave 
them from the burning; put ſorth thine almigbty power, 


and ſave them, O ſave them from all their ab, that my 
may not fais, A ever.” . 
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Left vou ond tl 2 el dingetoin TH f deffruſt v& 
| miſtake, and i nagine that" you are converted, when yol! 
are not, I would now Thitdly, lay before you the Hat 
gf the unconverted. St. Paul reckons up ſome upon i who 


be W ites the ſentence of death, 26 in theſe greadfii) Eras 
A gues, which 1 beſeech you to attend to with all dlligence, 
Eph- v_ 5. 6. Rev. xxI =P Cor. vi. 905 16. "The 
unclean, the covetous, Drunkards, Lyars, Swearers, Raif- 
] ex 5 ws bjeves, beg e; ders or God's worthip, the Jöverg 

| of evil company, 3 and the Teoffers* at religion and religious 
L people; ;. all theſe are »fſured by the Lord from heaven, 

24 that they cannot poflibly be faved i in that condition.— 
ET dere are other unconverted unholy perſons, that 40 not 
| carry their marks tits openly in their forehexds „ but 
F ſecretly in their bands. "Theſe often deceive REN | 
and others, and paſs for chriflians 2 and good people, wheh 
they! are fli i untdund at beart Ang many paſs inder. 
ed till Gi th and juc gmeut bring a all to ligbe. Remember, 
"nj trievd, Wan periſh by ſome fin, that Is not only hid 
Hime others; 'but even from themſeldes, owing to "their not 
obletvirg their c hearts. Some of the ſecret ſins, by 


which Pertonis are Tulnied, are theſe that” follow. No ow 25 


. bi the Phriht corcerned:” Fi: 4 is one of thelk 
nr Ob, tow | very many poor fouls e doth this fin kill in 
the Wark | Kin they think they have good hearts, 4 and are 
im ile v ay to Heaven. W batever excuſes you may make 


tor" Your ignorance, ! ' Know that eis 2 foul-ruining evil.— 
The Go of trüth ucchites' chat eme, who call themſelves 


| us 85 He, veie gell) ed 15 lack ot knowledge, Hos; iv, 


* 
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„ New is ple ne cnasiudatngs ten — 
a made then, will riot have mefcy. om idem. 
kürt; farmed Me: will mew them no favor Is. MVii 


Rwe thit this be rot your orte, and no longer make 1 


eeuſes far your” Ignorance. Secondly, Sceret feterves im 
cloſihg with" Chrift. © Some Win ds much, bur they will 
got be - entirely devoted td bim. Fhey muſt have? 


ſome bu ket An; * they have ſecret exceptiins for lite or! - 


Imefty, 8 or or *polſeſſions; - Many thus take br im mund over: 


head. arid never Count the Cöff. and this drferin' ce fh 


dation mats alt; ane ſectetiy ruins them tor ever.- I hid, 
reality. Many reit iti the bintide f Ee on; in (he 
agternal” performance of duties: and this hos dues: mul 
 efedtinallly* dees them, and dle certaliy rum them 
thin open wickedne(s; as it was in the Phakilses“ ca- 
They hear, They raft" they pray, they give alin, and theres 
fore will: not believe but their ſtate is good Luk. xyiils 
It 12. "whereas, refling i in the e outward things, and com. 
ing ſhort of the power oi religion, they (all rem all then 
 Hittering hopes and cor fident pertualions being in dhe 
way to heaven, into the butning pit ot hell Nat. vii. 
22, 23. 0 dreadful if cale. u hen a man's religion all er ve 


dnly to barden bim and effet. ually to deceive His ſoul. 


Fonrthly. Seli rigbtec uineſs. When perk no ttuſt ia their 
vivk ri” Het ulneis. they d thereby reject Jeb for their 
Savfdur. C my dear ine! d. y« u had ceu be Very N batch. 
ful here,” for not n your fins, But 2 dependence upon 
your duties will ruin you ; for your ttuttirg in * ur farcied 
 Fighteclineis to fatisty Gtd's infinite juſtice: 2/44 thus obs 

lin pardon, is putting Chritt out et bis tee, Ar m. kiry 


E of your own vuties and er burmuiices, Filth e, 
tae 
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| thoſe that ate thought to be injurious or dilreipe&fut. Too! 


Phe W. love of the; world 10 ſure ev ide nee of an. 


unconverted heart. Mark, x; 22. John, ii, 15. This 


Gn often lurks under a fair covert of forward: profeſſion, . 


Sych a power of deceit is there in it, that oftentimes, when 


every one elſe can ſee the man's worldly · mindedneſe, be ſees. 
i not bimſelf; but has ſo many excuſes and pretences for his 


eagerneſs after the world, that he blinds his;own-eyes, and. 
periſhes in his Self-deceit. . Sinthly, Reſentment againſt 


many, that would wiſh to be eſteemed religious, bear ma - 


lice in their hearts, and return evil for evil, directly againſt 


the rule of the Goſpel, the pattern of Chriſt, and che nature 
of God, Such perſans are in the gall of bitterneſs, and. 


in a ſtate of miſery, Reader, doth nothing of this touch 


—— — — 2 — —— 2 —— — 0 i en es — — f — 


30 
a vorily an unconverted perſon... Seventhly, Pride. If 


rebel againſt God, inſtead of being converted to him. This 


— 


yau? Are you in one of the forementioned ranks? Ohl. 


ſearch, and ſearch again, take your heart ſolemnly to 


ing in yourſelf, drowned i in earth] y-mindednets, or enyes 
| with malice; if eicher of theſe is yaur; caſe, yon 


you loye the praiſe of men, more. than the praiſe of God, vt 
i certain that you are yet in your fins, If you have never 
een and groaned under the pride of your heart, you are 2 


An reigns in the hearts of many that know jt got, and are 


Utter fxangers to themſelves. John, ix. 49. Ejghthly, 


I he prevailing love of pleaſure. 2nd. Tim. iii. 4. The 
pet ſon that liveth, in pleaſure is dead to God, while he live 


2th faith. the Lord. This therefore i is 2 very black mark, | 
you wi give the fleſh ; its liberty, if Jon will Pamper 2 ng 


pleat 


& 


EY 


taſk. Wo is from God againſt you, if you be found under 
the power of wilful Ignorance, reſting in formality, truſt. 


a > 8 200 * 


. 
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it, iaſlead of "Jeiyany and reſtraining itz if youreeſonetls 
In gratifying your belly and pleaſing your ſenſes, whatever 
appearance you mby have of religiong you ſerve” not the Lond | 
Jeſus, but are certainfy an unconverted perſon Rom. xi. ; 
18. A fleſn-pleaſing life eannot be pleaſing to God. Rom. 
viii. 8. They that are Chriſt's, have crucified the fleſh, and 
re careful to eroſs it and keep it ander as their enemy. Gal. 
v 1. Here conſider; have you not ſoleminly promiſed and 
vowed, that you would: renounce all: the ſinful luſts of the 
© Aicth ? Hearken then do What God ſays to you. Mhen thou 
' yoweſt a vow unto God, 'defer not to pay it: for he hath no 
5 plenſure in fools; pay that which thou haſt vowed. Eccles. 
, 9. Car nal ſeeurity, or  prefumptuous hope that you 
are in a ſafe ſtate already. Many ery, peace and ſafety, when 
deſtruction is juſticoming ſuddenly upon them. Many are 
willing, and even reſolved upon the ſlighteſt grounds to che- 
riſn in themſelves a hope that their condition is good, and 
here fore do not ſeek for any change, and fo! pefiſh in their 
7 * fins. Are you at peace? upon what grounds ? is it a ſerſp- 
ture peace ? do you bear upon your ſoul, in your tempers, 
in your converſation, and your courſe of life, the diffi@guilh- 1 
ing marks of a true believer ? if not, fear this peace; mare 
than any trouble; and know, that a carnal peace, does e- 
4 ' nerally prove the moſt mortal enemy of the poor ſoul. And 
now, 'Confſcience, do thine office. Speak out, and ſpea 
„ hohe to him that heareth, or leadeth theſe lines. If thou 
- findeſt any of theſe marks upon him, thou muſt pronounce | 
© him utterly unclean, utterly unholy. Take not à lie into 
thy mouth, ſpeak not peace to him, to whom God ſpeakethnůẽss 
"NO Let not luſt bribe thee; let not ſelſ· love, nor :carpal,— bf 
g © prejudice blind thee, = Is the man converged, or is he not? 
a dees il 
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1 . bung n am vun xdogs.he mots 
| des he ta lave, and Arise and. pleaſe and. delight. i ia, Gad 
eee gt, Comes put it (6:40 Iſue. Hias he 


5 under the: puweriof ignorance, or. in ithe mire, of: profane neſs, 
bor a ſtranger . to Prayers ia, ranges do Gad, A.nzglacer of 
othe word, and: a lover of this-preſent world? doſt thou fiad 
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ver. been taken of from his, falſe. peace, vnd all his, falſe 


Pp. ory phangragrian groin 


leonvinced:of ſin, been taken off; from all dependence on him- 


[ «If, and brought off from. his ſins to give him ſelſ up catingy 


its the Lo (frſus Chtiſt f or doſt.thou figd. him t this day 


his heart fermented with: malice, or burning with We 


going after his coyętauſneſa? Y Then ſet him alle z his 
ation e Not with the ſaints : he muſt be born again - be aud 


be converted, and made a NEW. creature: en iſt Jeſus, or 
e ee heaven. "IF au" Ae Bun en 


80 untpeatably.dreadful is, * 0 of naar 


e eee well be chougbt, if one could but get 
temen convinced that they are yet unregengate, the. work, were 


lane But fuch a ſpirit of. loth;and. Humber poſſſſes the un · 
anctified that though they are convinced that they are un- 
enverted, yet chey are ſtill careleſs, and. through, world'y 
cares and buſineſs, on through ſenſual pleaſures, corrupt <fts, 


and inordinate affections, the 


yoice of canſcience is d roy ned, 


Lam ſinners go: no ſarther than ſome cold wiſhes, and general 


+ purpoſe ol repenting and amending. I would. therefore 


— 2 wa. 4 


<:addeavour Fourthly,.toſhew you in ſyme meaſure the miſery. 
of an unconverted State. it the infinitely great God is a- 


.« gainſt: you, bilſt you are unregenerate and unrenewed.— 


. e a moſt ande! thing; to 
PR fall 


fall lot ihs hands of the living OR when kts wrath" is 
Juſtiy incenſed againſt vou. There i is no friend' like God, 
And there is no enemy like God. As much as heaven is as 
bove the earth, ſo much more horrible will it bane fall into 
the hands of the fiving angry God, tian into the paws of 
i Bears or Lions, yea; Furies or Devils. God himſelf? uk ele 
long be your Tormentot 3 your deſtruRtion mall cone from 
the preſence of the Lord, ' Tophet, the place of puniſiment, 
is deep and large ; ; the ; off thereof i is fire and* much wood 3 
ind the wrath of the Pf ord like a river of brimſtone doth 
Kindle it. Is, xxx, 33. And if Gad be againff you, who 
mall be fot you! ? if 4 man fin againſt the Lord,” who ſhall 
intreat for him # it Sam. il. 25. ' Thou, faid David, even 
thou, O God, art to be feared, and who miy ſtand in thy it 
" fight, when once thou art ing! Pi. IKxvi. 3. Sianer, 
does it not g like a dagger to thine heart, to hear that God | 
is thine enemy, Oh! whither wilt thou go? Where wilt 
thou ſhelter thyſelf ? Tr here is no hope. for thee, unlefs thou 
layeſt down thy weapohs, and ſueſt for pardon, and gerteft 
\ Chriſt to ſtand thy friend, and make thy peace. Metey 
and Sals dation are now offered to vou tl through hit. But if 
thou wilt not forſake thy ſins, and turn thoroughly unto the 
© Lord; the wrath of God abideth on thee; and he proclaims 
bine to be agaſniſt thee by Ezekiel, ( v. 8. T hereforez | 
| 1 thus faith the Lord God, behold Iten [, am agcinſt thee. | 
All his attributes are againſt thee. if, His Tuftice i is like 4 5 
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Rath ſword unſheathed againſt. thee. If I Chet my elit⸗ 
tering (word, and my hand take hold on judgement; I will 
tender vengeance to mine adyerfaries, and will reward them 
b e hate mo; I will make mine 2rrows drink with blood. — 
I © be Ws & Deut. 
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Pęut. 8 1 41. Divine e is very ſtriẽt; it night © 


| Have ſatisfaction to the utmoſt farthing; it denounces indig- 
_ nation and wrath, tribulation aud anguiſh upon every ſoul 
2 that.doeth,evil. It cures every one, that eontinueth not in 


2 fhipgs which are writteh in the book of the Law to do 

Cal, iii. 40. The juſtice of God to the ; ynpartoned __ 
1 5 8 that hath à ſenſe of his miſery, is more terrible than 
the fi Hy: of the Wer and bench to yo, robber, or of. he. 


SET EW 


e 


by this nr lot 1 ne thou muſt be 91817 3 — TH the 


Lan = liyeth, this killing ſentence thou ſhalt hear de- 


"nounced againſt thyſelf; unleſs thau be ſpeedily converted, 
and born again And. The Power of the infinitely great God 
is againſt thee. The glory. of his power will be diſplayed in 


15 wondetful deftruction of them that know got God, and 


chat obe) not the Golpel. 2d. Thes. i. 8, on Hewill make 


power known in them,” by the greatneſs of the ſufferings 
Se will -nffi a upon them, "Rom. ix. 22. It were, better 


3 then hack all the world up in arms againſt thee, than to have | 
\ he aUniighty power of Bod engaged againſt thee. There is 
* ne eſcaping his hands, f no breaking his priſon. The thunger 


ef his powet who. can underſtand! "Unhappy man, that (hall 


"fie cannot "anſwer him one of a thouſand, He is mighty in 
"Rex gh 3 who hath haidened Dat gag him, and bath 
ER”. | proſpered 


”"w 
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unde tand f it by feeling it! . If he will contend with him, 


1 


oo 84 


F 


| Miter) which removeth the mountains, and they Kew ; 


it not; which overturneth chem in his: Anger | which append 
the earth out of Hef place, and the pillars "thereof" trem 


If God will net withdtaw "his anger, the proud: vpn 45 8 
ſtoop under him. Jeb. ix. 3, 4.— And art thou a mate , 
for ſuch an almighty enemy # © confider this, you that forget 


God, teſt he tear you lu pieces, and' there be nont"to delivex 


| you, Fe. I. 22. Ws to him thar'ftrivech' with His Maler 
Is. Al, 9. 34. The Trath of God. is againſk thee; IF be is - 


tfue, you muſt” 'perifh' for ever, if you go on in yous ſins, . 
IF you believe not, he 
telf : that is, he is faitkful to his threatnings, as well as pro- 
miſes, and wilt ſhew his faithfulneſs in your deſtruction, if 


you believe abt. God has told you; 28 plain as it ean bu 
Thoken, that- except you be converted, you ſbatl not enter Ins 


to the kingdom of heaven; and God is not 2 man, that hs 


ſhould fie: How do you! feet,” when you think of all the 
khrestnings of God's word, that ſand upon record agi 
vou, Do you believe they are true, or not? if not, 1% 
ate 2 wretched"infidel 3 therefore glye over the name and 
hopes of a Chriftian: but if thou doſt believe them. Oh, 


what an heart of ſteel you have, that you can be eaſy, whe 


vhe truth and faithfulneſ#of* God i is engaged to deftroy you! 
chat if the Almighty can do it, thou ſhale certainly peri 


and be damned for ever. Why finner, the whole Book ot 


God is againft thee, whilft' thou remaineſt unſanQified it 
condemns thee” in every leaf, and js to thee Ike Ezekich's | 


Roll, written wirkin and without, full of Tamentation and 
mourting and woe. Now put all this together, and doew 


; got the cafe of th6 uneonverted appear dreadfully miſerable 
Ps Foo, 
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he abideth fäithful, he cannot deny bim 
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iS Know, 0 Ginner, to thy "if that all the atributes'bf a 
1 God are bound, as in an oath together, to deſtroy 


Heb. ili 18. And. what wilt thou do? Whither wilg, 


_= fle! il the all-ſceing God can find ch. e out, thou ſhalx 
Not eſcape; if the true,and faithful God will ſave his Oath, I 

thou mut pcriſh; and if the almighty God hath power to tor- 
ment thee, thou ſha.t be perſectiy miſei able both in hody and 
ſoul to all Eternity; | unleis thou doſt turn to the Lord with 
: full Purpoſe of heart. 2 1 he Devil has got the maſtery over. 


thee. Thou art faſt in the paw of that Lion, that is greedy. 


to devour thee. | Thou; art in the ſnare of the Devil, led caps 
tive by him at his will. 2 Tim. i li. 26. When he offers yo 
& ſinful pleaſure, or an opportunity tor your unlawful advan- 
tage, you embrace it, when he ſuggeſts A lie, or prompts. you, 
. to revenge, you give way ro it; . when he forbids you to read or 
Pray, you obey. him: his ſervant therefore you are. Rom. vi. 


16. Are you yet in igncrapce, and not turned from darkneſs 


| tolight? | then you are certainly unger the power of Satan. 


AQs xxvi. 18. Doe you live in the habityal practice of any 


q | | known, fin? then you are to know, that you are of the Devil, 


3 John iii. 8, Do you live; in Arte, or malice, or envy? then 
©. | verily | he is your F. ather. ; John viii. 44. Dreadful caſe ! Oh 


thar I could give ypu to fee what a black Maſter you ſerve, 
What filthy drudgery you are doing, what 2 mercileſs Tyrant, 


Jou are gratifying, all whoſe pleaſure is to ſet you on work ta 


wake your perdition and damnation ſure, and to heat the furs, 
ce of hell hotter and hotter, i in x. hich you muſt burn for 
piillions of mulilions of ages. 3+ The Guilt of all your ſing 
es like a n: ountain upon you. Poor ſoul, you feel i it not, yet. 
is n is, which ſeals. your miſery upon eu. . Whilſt you 

continue 


36 
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C | 
continue unconverted, none of your ſins are blotted cut. 
It is a ſearful thing to be in debt, but worſt of all to be in 
God's debt,- for there is no arreſt; ſo formidable as his, 
no priſon fo. horrible as his. However /light you may 
make of fin now, you will one day ſind, that the guilt: 
: unpardoned fig is an intolerably heavy burden. Oh! 
what work did, it make with the God -· man Chrift Jeſus! | 
It preſſed the very blood out of his veins; and made his 
heart in / the midſt of his body even like melting wax. And 
if it did this In the green tree, in the huly and innocent 
Saviour, whit. will it do in the dry, in you a finful guilty 
| rebel againſt God, WhO are like dry ſtubble, fit fuel tor the: 
: _ devouring fire? Oh! conſider your caſe in time. Can you 
think of that threat without trembling, ye ihall die in your 
ſins? John viii. 24. Oh] it were better for you ta die in 
2 Gaol, or a dungeon, than to die in your ſins. If death, as. 
it will certainly take away all your comforts, would but 
take away all your ſins too, it would be à great relief —» |} 
But your fins will all follow you, when all our friend 
leave you, and all your worldly enjoyments are taken from 
vou. our ſins will not die with you, as a priſoner's other 
qebts will; but they will all go to judgment with you, there 
to be your accuſers; and they will all go to hell with yo 
there to be your tormentors. Oh!] look over your debts in 
time then, how much you are in the Lopk« of every one f 
God's commandments; how every one of his holy laws are 
ready to arr} you, anꝶ take you, as it were, by the throat, 
for all the innumeral bonds it has againſt you? Conſider 
then, what will you do, when they ſhall all together tall 
upon you? Hold open the eyes of your conicience tathink 
deeply of this, until 2 dei Pair of your ſelf, and are uriven 
to 
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| fatihefore you. 4- Your zs gg huts do miſerably enſlave 
E you; Whiltyfor arg unconverted, you are the very fer- 
vont of: fin, it reigns ovey you; and/hdfds you under is do- 
: ralnion, fill you are brought within the hond of God's cb 
| venant. Noi there is no ſuch Tyrant as Sin. Would“ 
it not pierde a man's hegct to ſce number of poor cteatures 

| drudging-and toiling and alt to carry. fagyots and fewel for 

| theis own burning? Yet this is the employment of the 

3 eee, Ben when they Hes rhemielyes intheir 

" phteous: gains; white they fing and and will in plextures; 

j thay are hut treafuring up wrath. and vengeance: for their 

| everlaſting burnings, adding to the pile of wood in Tophet, - 
d, w it wete, ffingiog in oilz to make the flame rage the 
; Who would ſet ve fuch a maſter, whoſe work | 
* drudgery, Ind het: wages is death and damnation 7 
Rom. vi. 23 The conſolence is now afleep, yet hen 
death and- judgment mal bring ybu io your right ſentes, 
* then you will leet the rag) ſmart and anguiſh of every 
wund. The convinced inner is 4 ſenfible re of the 
[| miſerable bondage of n. Conſeience files upon him, and 

[| tells him what the end of theſe things will be, and yet ſuch 

2 flave * he 10 his luſto, that he Rill goes on headiong, 
with his eyes open, till he falls into infinite and everlatting 5 
E defiruRtion. 6: The furnace oi eternal vengeance is heat- 

| cd:rendy; for thee. Hell bath opened its mouth for thee,” 
Waiting, asit were, with 2 greedy ey, whilſt Ian are ſtand- 
ing upon the brink of it, for- your dropping into it. It the 
wrath of x king be as the roaring of 'a lion, what muſt de 
e e e TOE oF fs 4b the intnjtely Fo oy 
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over all? i the burning fiery furnace, heated, in Nebu- ; 
; Chadnezzar's rage, ſeven. times hotter than uſual, wem 
| gerce as to burn up even thoſe that drew near to it, to throß 
| the three Servants of God into it, how hot is this burning 1 
| Oven of the Al-nighty' 5 Fury? Surely this.is ſeventy times J 
f ſeven more, fierce. What thinkeft thou, Oman, O woman, $ 
of being a ae in hell to all Eternity? ¶ Can thy heart en- 
dure, or can thy hands be ſtrong, in the day that I allea! 
with thee, ſaith the Lord ot Hoſts? Can thou abide the 
5 everlaſting burnings? canſt thou dwell. with the devouring 
fire? when thou ſhalt be as à glowing iron in hell, and thy 
whole yody and foul ſhall be as perfectly poſſeſſad by God's 
"3 burgiog vengeance, as the fiery ſparkling iron when heated 
in the fierseſt forge? 'T hon eont a De God's whip, | 
how then wilt thou endure his ſcorpions ? Thou: art even | 
_ cruſhed, | aud ready to wiſh thyſelf dead, under the weight 
of bis, finger; how then wilt thou bear the weight of his 
_  loins? Ho wilt thou endure, awhent God ſhall pour out 3 
Bis vials, and ſet himſelf. againſt thee, to torment thee? 
| When be ſhall make thy conſcience the tunnel by whioh | 
he will be pouring his burning wrath into thy foul for-evety | 
and when he ſhall fill all thy .pores as full of torment, as 
: they are now full of fin; when immortality-ſhall be thy 
miſery,. and to die the death of a. brute, and he ſwallowed 
up in the gulph ot annihi ation would be ſuch an happineſs 
2 2 whale eternity of wiſhes, and an ocean of ats thall. 
never purchaſe? No thou eanſt. put off the evil day 
ennſt laugh and be merry, and forget che terrors af the 
: Lord; but bow wilt thou hold out, and hold up. hen Gd : 
_ ſhall caſt thee into 2 bed of ,torments, and make thee lie 
doyn in endleis lotrow ? when roarings and blaſphemy 1 
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All be thy omy miiſic, and the weine or the wrath öf Cod: 
which ſhall be poured ont without mixtare of relief into 


thou ſhalt draw in flames for thy breath, and the horrid 
ſtench of ſulphur ſhall be thy only perfume * In a word, 
when the ſmoke of "ty torment ſhall aſcend up for ever 
- and ever, and-thod ſhall have no feſt day nor night, no 
peace in thy conſelence, no eaſe in thy bones; but thu 
* ſhalt be an execratior\, ind an iftoniſhiment, and a curſe, 
and a reproach for edermore- O Sinner ! top immediate 
ly, and conſider your dreadfut condition. Do not blind 
thine own eyes, do not wilfully deceive thyſelf; fee thy 
| deplorable: miſery, whilſt thou mayefl prevent it: think 
What it is to be à vile outeaft, a danined reprobate, 2 veſſel 
of wrath; into which the Lord will be pouring. dut his tor» 
menting fury while he has a being. And is this ttue indeed! 
is this thy miſery? Les i it is as trũe, as that there is a God? 
It is better to open thine eyes, and ſee it noj Ahilſt thou 
mayeſt remedy it, than blind and hatden thyſelf, tin (to thy 
eternal ſorrow) thou ſhalt feel, what thou woôuldſt not be- 
lieve: and fince it is true, what deft thotf mean to Toiter 
and linger in ſuch a caſe as this 7 O let me knock Up, 1nd 
awaken this ſleeper. Who dwells within the walls of this 
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= art chou a reaſonable ſoul, and yet fo far briitified, a2 to for- 
get thyfelf” to be inimottal, and fancy thyſelf to be is the 
. beaſts that periſh? O unhappy ſou!, that waſt the glory 
of man, the companion of angels, and the image of Goa! 
1 * * God's W ee in the ond, and hadft the 
5 in . 


the cup of his indignation, thall be thy only drink? when \ 


fleſh? is there ever a ſou} here, a'fationiaf undefftandi bg | 
; ſoul? or art thou only a walking ghoſt; 4 ſenſeleſs maß 


T7 


faptem- amongſt all the creatures upon earth, and the 


dominion over thy Maker's works here! Art thou now be- 


come a ſlave to fenſe, a ſervant to ſo baſe an idol as thy belly, | 
for no higher felicity than to heap together a little earth, 

no inore ſuitable to thy ſpirifual immortal nature, than ſticks | 
and dirt? O why doſt thou not bethink. thee, where thou 
ſhalt be for ever ? Death is at hand, the Judge is even at 
the door, Yet a very little while, and time ſhall be no lon- 
ger. And wilt thou run the hazatd of continuing in ſuch a 
ſtate, in which if thou ſhouldſt be overtaken, thou wilt be 


| itrecoverably milerable? Come then, ariſe, and. attend to 


thy neareſt concernments. If thou haſt a ſpark of reaſon, 
hearken to thy friend, who would ſhew thee thy preſent 


miſery, that thou mayeſt eſcape, and be eternally happy. 


Ariſe at once, and take thy flight; there is but one door, 
that thou mayeſt flee by, and that is the ſtrait door of con- 


verſion: Unleſs thou doſt unfeignedly turn from all thy fins, 
| and come unto Jeſus Chriſt, and take him for thy Prophet, 


Prieſt, and King, and walk in him in holineſs and newneſs of 


lite, as the Lord liveth, it is not more certain, that thou art 
Now out of hell, than that thou ſhalt without fail be in it, but 
a few days or nights hence. O do not then centend wi hGog, 
Repent and be converted, ſo none of this ſha l come upon 
| thee. Scek the Lord while he may be found, and cal! upon 
dim, while he is near. Let the wicked forſake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto 


the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, 


0 he will e en Is. 4 6. 7. 
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„ 1 1 Although 
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""Arihcugh at has been already faid of the neceflity of 
ok and of the miſcries of the unconvetted, might 
be thought ſolicient to induce © any confidering mind to re- 
| ſolve upon immediately turning to God, yet knowing that 
i the heart of fallen man is deceitful above all things, and des- 


perately wicked, and abominably öbſtinate, 1 find it neceffary 0 
to add thereto fome farther Motides to Converfion, 


- 
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5 1 "The Gal, That at va” does not OY inet 
vou. His moſt kind and merciful nature encourages you td 
come to him. He is full of compaſſion, and gracious, long- 
ſuffering and plentuous | in mercy, Ps. Ixxxvi; 15. This 1 is 
a great argument to perſuade ſinhers to return: Tarn to the 

Lord your God; for he is Sracisus and merciful, flow to 
anger, and of great kindneſs. His fout-entoutaging walls 
end promiſes do invite you. Oh, what an eatneſt fuitor is 
mercy to you ! how lovingly does it call after you! Return, 
backfliding finner, ſaith the Lord, and I will not caufe mine 
anger to fall upon you, for 1 am merciful, faith the Lord, 
and! will not keep anger for ever. Only acknowledge thine 
iniquity. Turn, O backfliding ſoul, and 1 will heal your 

il backſlidings. O melting, gracious words! and is not your | 

# ; heart broken yet? 'O that to-day vou would hear nd obey | 

his voice! It is to be added for your encouragement; 
ir you will now return to the Lord, he will inime- 

- diarely ſettle unſpeakable privileges upon you. He will 
"redeem you from he pewer of all your moſt inveterate fins, 
pluck you away from the Paw of the Devil, aud deliver you 
from this pre&at evil world, Proſperity ſhall not hurt you, 

and adverſity ſhall work for your good, 0 will in due time 
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; redeem you from the power of the graye, and A the King | 
of errors 2 meſſenger of peace to you. He will take the 
Curſe out of the ( oſs, and make affliction the fan, the. 
fining-pot and ths Aayſic, to blow off the chaff, to purity 
the metal, and to cleanſe the mind. He will ſave you from | 
the arreſt of the law, and turn the Curſe into a bleſſing to 
you. He will not only deliver you from miſery, but beftow 
upon you the richeſt bleflings. - He will beſtow himſelf 
upon you, he will be a friend and a father unto you; he 
will be aſun and a thield, in a word, be will be 3 God unto 
you. And what can be ſaid: more? As to your body, he 
will with-hold from you no-manner of thing that is good, 
that is neceſſary and expedient for vou. And as to your 
J. foul, he will pardon your fins, accept your perſon and ſer- 
| vices, hear and anſwer your prayers, give you à title 19 
glory, ang make you meet for it by his grace and Spitit. 


If yau are now made ſen... e of your need of Conyesion, 
and are becqme anxious for it, I conclude all with adding 1 
ſome Directions in order to your obtaining at. 1. Get Fl 

lively ſenſe and feeling of your fins. 'Till.you are weary | 
and heavy-laden and ſick of ſin, you will not come ta 
Chriſt for eaſe and cure. Meditate then upon the number 

of your fins. - David's heart failed him, when he thought 
of this, and conſidered that he had mor ins, than hairs. 
Lock backward, where was ever the place, when was ever 
the time, in which you have not finned? Look inward, 

. what part or power can you find in hody or ſoul, but what 

is poiſoned with fin? What duty did you ever pertorm, 

which ws 1 not corrupted with iniquity? O how * is * 

3 2 e 
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che Slater: of your FUN * For your Sout's ſake my friend, 
no longer make light of fin. This is that T raitor, that 
ſucked the blood of the Son of God, and fold him, and 
| f — mocked bim and ſcourged him, and ſpit i in his face, and 
* digged . his hands and feet, and pierced his fide, and mang- 
led his body, and preſſed down his ſoul, and never left him 
1 till it had bound him, condemned him, nailed him, crucified 
| him, and put him to an open ſhame. O ſtudy the nature 
of fin, till your heart i is inclined to fear and loath it. Me- 
ditate on the aggravations of your particular ſins, how you 
Rave ſinned againſt ; all God's warnings, and corrections, and 
mercies, againit light-and love, and againſt all your own 
prayers and promiſes and reſolutions and vows and cove- 
nants of duty and obedience. Charge your heart home 
with the.e things, till it bluſh for ſhame, and you no lon- 
ger think well of yourſelf. Meditate on what your fin 
deſerves. It cries to heaven for vengeance againſt you,— | 
It's due wages are death and damnation. lt pulls the curſe 
| of God upon your ſoul and body. The leaſt finful word 
or thought lays you under the infinite wrath of the Al- 
mighty God. Oh then, What a load of wrath, what a 
weight of curſes, what an horrible ſtore of vengeance have 
all the millions of your fins deſerved ? ? Above all fins, fix 
your mind upon the fin of your nature. Study how deep, 
| how laſting, how univerſal your original pollution is. It 
is this which makes you backward to all good, and prone to 
ail evil. This bath brought blindneſs, and pride, prejudice, 
and unbelief i into your heart; enmity, inconſtancy and ob- 

s Rinacy into, your will; diſorder and irregularity into your 
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upon the brink of the bottomleſs pit, and to live at the 


This is ye ur very caſe, if you are yet unconverted. And 


eee 
aſfections; and intenllbility, benummedneſs, and unfaiths' : 
fulneſs! into your conſcience : in a word, this bath put every + 
wheel in your ſoul out of order, and has made it, inſtead 
of an habitation of holineſs, a very hell of iniquity, This 
has defiled and perverted all your members, and fuſhed | 
them into infiruments of unrighteouſneſs and ſervants of 
fin, and of the Devil, And will you any longer talk of 
your good heart? O never leave meditating on the deſs |} 
perate contagion of your original corruption, till with the } 
geepeſt ſhame and ſorrow ybu ſmite upon your bre iſt, and 
with Job, abhor yourſelf, and repent in duſt and alhes; 21 
Striye to affect your heart with a deep ſenſe of your preſent | 
mite-y. Remember when: you lie down, for ought you |} 
Know, you may awake in flames and torments, and te- 
member when you riſe up, that perhaps before the net 
night you may make your bed in bell. And are you wits 
ling to continue in. ſuch a fearful cafe ? to ſtand tottering 


mercy of every accident and diſeaſe that may ſend you, 
Poor finful c emnẽd ſoul, into everlaſting hurning!— 
Supnole you (aw a condemned perſor hanging over Ne- 
buchadnezzar's burning fiery furnace by nothing” but 4 
thread, which was ready to break every moment, would 
not your heart tretuble for him? Thou rt the man 


what if che thread of your life thould break ? (and you 
know not but it may the next night, or the nex! moment) 
where would you be then? whither would you 6rop ? Ve- 
pil y, upon the breaking of this thread, you would fall into 
PT en MEA | Mg 


8 lake that wk with fre and brimſione, when vou 
| muſt lye ſcaldi ; and (weltring in a flaming Ocean, as long 
| as God ſhall have à Being, that is for ever aud ever. O 
| QGudy then your miſery, till your heart cries out for Chriſt, 

| as earneſtly as ever 2 drowning man did for help, or a 
| wounded man for à Surgeon. 3. Settle it deeply in your 
mind, that you cannot poſſibly recover yourſelf. Think 
not that your praying, reading, bearing, contefing, or 
even amending. will work the cure. You muſt indeed at- 
tend upon theſe, but if you depend on them you will 
periſh. You are loſt and ruined. for ever, if you continus 
hoping to eſcape beirg drowned on any other plank than 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 4. In the ſtrength of the Lord 
Immediately renounce all your fins, If you will yield your» 


in yain that you hope for ſalvation from Chriſt, except you 
depart from iniquity. Forſake your fins, or elſe you can- 

not poſſibly find mercy, Prov. XXviii 13. You cannot 
be married to Chriſt, unleſs divorced from fin; give up 

* the traitor, or you can have no peace with God. Caſt the 
head of Sheba over the wall ; keep not Delilah on your 
| Jap; you muſt either part with your fins, or with your ſoul; 
ſpare but one fin, and God will not ſpare you. Never make 
| excuſes, your ſins muſt die, or you. Hut die for them. If 
you allow of one fin, tho' but a little, a 2 ne; tho 

vou plead neceſſity; and have many excuics br it; the 


be dearly Thought? Never ſtand looking then upon your 


| in. nor aal it as a ſweet morſel ynder your WIR ſpit 
; it 


{eli to the practice of any fin, you will be undone, It is 


| life of your ſoul muſt go for life of that fin; and will it not 
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it out, 28 polſon, with fear and with deteftation. $. Attend 
diligently upon all the means br grace, and ordinances that 
God hath appo' med, efpecially upon exrneft perſevering 
prayer, that the Lord would pour out abundantly of its 
Spirit upon you. When he works ennvictions upon yout 
mind, O do n6t Rifle them, but join in with Him and en- 
treat Him to carry on conviction to converſion. Beware, 
that you do not by evil company, or worldly buſineſs, or by 
any other means refiſt and vex and grieve him, left you quench 
his gracious influences. If he ceaſes to ſtrive with you, you * | 
will of courſe go on in fin, and wi!) certainly ruin yourſelf 
both in baly and ſaul to all Eternity. Laſtly, Receive the | 
; Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as your Prophet, Prieft and King, as pro- 
poſed to you in the Goſpel. O my friend, you have by ſin 
deſtroyed yourſelf, but Jeſus is able and willing and ready 
even now to help you; he freely offers himſelf to ſave you. 
Ii teſtify unto you therefore this day, tha it you perith, it is 
wy not becauſe there was not a Saviour provided for you, nor 
| Salvation offered to you; but becauſe (like the Jews) you 
preferred a murderer before your Saviour; and your luſts be- 
fore the Lord Jeſus Chris. *Though your ſins be ever ſo 
many, and ever fo great, and of ever fo long continuance, 
yet if you do not wretchedly neglect the offer of God now 
made to you, you ſhall be pardoned, you ſhall be ſaved, for 
the mouth of the Lord God hath ſpoken it. If you periſh, it 
is becauſe you would not come to Uhrift for Salvation. But 
Oh ! for your Soul's ſake, be wiſe at length, and be prevailed 
on to accept him as your All, your Saviour from fin and 
from miſery, 1.,* ae name of the Lord, and in the ſtrength 
| ; o 


nf his Spirit, renounding all confidence in the fleſh, yield 
| yourſelf up to him unreſervediy, folemoly Join yourſelf unto... *| 
5 the Lord in Covenant to be whotly his, and glorify him in 1 
Four body, and in your ſpirit, which are his; ſo ſhall it b& - 
well with you in time, and well with you to all Eternity, 


thro' the ſame aſa inks our only. Lord and Saviour. 
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